
Dear Granny Smith… 

a) “Sat Nav” _____ 

b) “Out of place” _____ 

c) Puzzle _____ 

d) Induction _____ 

e) Bulk ____ 

f) “Get stuffed” _____ 

g) Bin men _____ 

h) Recipe ____ 

How far do you agree (1) or disagree (10) 
with the following statements? 
 

Junk mail is one of my biggest pet peeves. 
 1 ————————————————— 10 
 
Technology improves communication. 
 1 ————————————————— 10 
 
“Snail mail” is more personal then email. 
 1 ————————————————— 10 
 
Going on strike is an important right for workers. 
 1 ————————————————— 10 
 
Look at the cover of the book on the right.   
What’s interesting about the name of the author? 

1) Majority, large amount 

2) Introductory training; orientation 

3) Instructions, plan 

4) Electronic device that gives directions; GPS 

5) “Screw you” 

6) Not belonging 

7) To confuse 

8) The people whose job it is to remove rubbish  

(1) Guess the definitions:   

Vocabulary 

True or False? 

a) “Roy Mayall” thinks people communicate more now than in the past.  T / F 

b) He is writing to Granny Smith while he is on strike.  T / F 

c) He definitely thinks the strike will improve things.  T / F 

d) He thinks “posties” get a good wage.  T / F 

e) Most of the people he works with have children.  T / F 

f) Postal workers always go on a course when they start a new job.  T / F 

g) The author thinks it’s important that postmen deliver advertisements.  T / F 

h) He says the Union agrees with his managers.  T / F 

i) He totally supports the Union.  T / F 

(2) Read the text and check your answers.   
 
(3) Re-read and complete the true/false with a partner. 



Discussion questions 

1) Are you sympathetic to Roy Mayall?  Why or why not? Would you consider   

reading the rest of Dear Granny Smith? 

2) Do you find it surprising that his union agrees with management? 

3) Do you agree that “the post” should be a public service? 

4) Who’s to blame for all junk mail we receive? Who do you think Roy Mayall 

blames? 

5) Would you ever consider becoming a postal worker?  Is it considered a good job 

in your home country? 

6) When was the last time you wrote a letter by hand?  Who was it to?  What was 

it about? 

7) Can you give at least three definitions for the word “stuff”? 

8) Describe a time you were fed up with your job. 
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4) Who’s to blame for all junk mail we receive? Who do you think Roy Mayall 

blames? 

5) Would you ever consider becoming a postal worker?  Is it considered a good job 

in your home country? 
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Discussion questions 

1) Are you sympathetic to Roy Mayall?  Why or why not? Would you consider   

reading the rest of Dear Granny Smith? 

2) Do you find it surprising that his union agrees with management? 

3) Do you agree that “the post” should be a public service? 

4) Who’s to blame for all junk mail we receive? Who do you think Roy Mayall 

blames? 

5) Would you ever consider becoming a postal worker?  Is it considered a good job 

in your home country? 

6) When was the last time you wrote a letter by hand?  Who was it to?  What was 

it about? 

7) Can you give at least three definitions for the word “stuff”? 

8) Describe a time you were fed up with your job. 



a) “Sat Nav” __4___ 

b) “Out of place” __6___ 

c) Puzzle __7___ 

d) Induction __2___ 

e) Bulk __1__ 

f) “Get stuffed” ___5__ 

g) Bin men __8___ 

h) Recipe __3__ 

1) Majority, large amount 

2) Introductory training; orientation 

3) Instructions, plan 

4) Electronic device that gives directions; GPS 

5) “Screw you” 

6) Not belonging 

7) To confuse 

8) The people whose job it is to remove rubbish  

Vocabulary 

ANSWER KEY 

True or False? 

a) “Roy Mayall” thinks people communicate more now than in the past.  F 

b) He is writing to Granny Smith while he is on strike.  F 

c) He definitely thinks the strike will improve things.  F 

d) He thinks “posties” get a good wage.  F 

e) Most of the people he works with have children.  T  

f) Postal workers always go on a course when they start a new job.  F 

g) The author thinks it’s important that postmen deliver advertisements.  F 

h) He says the Union agrees with his managers.  T  

i) He totally supports the Union.  F 


